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MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL OFFICE

THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES• SUMMER 1991

Animal Birth Control Can
Be Humane and Effective

Animal birth control is here! Early this
year Dr. Jay Kirkpatrick and Dr. John W.
Grandy, HSUS vice president for wildlife
and habitat protection, made a whirlwind
tour of New Jersey to discuss the control
of animal populations through immuno
contraception (the stimulation of female
animals' immune systems to produce anti
bodies that prevent fertilization). Kirk
patrick is a pioneer of animal immuno
contraception and a vaccine that triggers
it, which consists of porcine zona pellu
cida (PZP), a part of sows' ova. In Febru
ary he and Grandy described the new tech
nique at a meeting at Coventry Farm at
tended by Princeton Township officials,
journalists, and MARO supporters.
The surplus of dogs and cats is not

the only animal-overpopulation problem.
Each year the nation's zoos must decide
how to deal with their surplus animals.
Some zoos have sold animals to middle
men who supply gun clubs with live tar
gets. Bow-and-arrow and shotgun hunting
to reduce deer herds are dangerous in
densely populated communities, and sport
hunting has a dismal record of controlling
deer populations. Both officials and the
public have been seeking safer, more-hu
mane, and more-effective methods of con
trolling deer (see the Director's Comment).
Kirkpatrick developed the new tech
nique in collaboration with Irwin K. Liu of
the University of California at Davis and
John Turner of the Medical College of Ohio.
continued on page 2

Physiologist Jay Kirkpatrick (left) talks about deer control with New Jersey Assembly
woman Maureen Ogden and Princeton Township Committeeman Frederick Porter.
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Austen berg
Receives
Service Award

MARO Director Nina Austenberg was
recently honored at the Long Branch
Hilton in Long Branch, N. J., with a distin
guished service award from the New Jer
sey Veterinary Medical Association. In
presenting the award, Dr. Robert Shomer
said, "From the Psalms, 'One must pre
vent pain in any animal,' and from the
Torah, 'A man must not eat his meal be
fore giving food to his cattle.' Nina
Austenberg fulfills the measure of these
commands and sees to it that others do so
as well. For her mercy and compassion
and her many alliances with our profes
sion in fulfilling that which to her is no
longer choice but a way of life, we confer
this merit award."
In accepting the award, Austenberg said,
"Before many people heard about animal
rights, there was Bob Shomer, fighting to
ban the steel-jaw trap in New Jersey-a
leader in this fight in our country. Before
many heard about animal protection, there
was Syd Rosenberg, building bridges for
continued on page 2

Fur Industry Shrin king Due to
Drop in Sales Internationally

Humane Control
Of Wildlife Guide
Now Available
As we humans continue to encroach on
the natural habitats of wildlife, the problems
that arise from that coexistence present in
creasing challenges. Humane animal-con
trol tactics that pose no threat to the environ
ment are fast becoming preferred options.
A collection of such tools is now avail
able in a single volume:PocketGuide to the
Humane Control of Wildlife in Cities and
Towns, edited by Guy R. Hodge of The
HSUS. The guide describes humane meth
ods of animal-proof
ing homes and con
trolling over 20 spe
cies of wildlife in ur
ban areas. It was pub
lished by The HSUS
with the generous
assistance of the
Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation, whose
grant to support our
urban wildlife pro
grams also allowed us
to develop an exhibit
for a series of seminars, "Humane Solutions
to Problems with Urban Wildlife." You can
order copies of the guide from the MARO for
$5 each. Enclose a check payable to The
HSUS with your order, and please allow four
•
weeks for delivery.

New Pet Laws
Are PassedAccording to Ed Blotzer of the Western
Pennsylvania Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, Pittsburgh has passed
laws that require that litters of puppies and
kittens be registered with the city's animal
control division within five days of birth,
limit each household to one litter a year, and
establish that there is to be no fee for litter
registration; increase the fines for the owner
of a dog that bites someone while it is
running loose from $75 to $350 for the first
offense and from $350 to $1,000 for subse
quent offenses; and impose stricter stand
ards on breeders and kennels.
•

Residents of Westchester County and
Albany, N.Y. may have seen billboards
announcing, "You Should Be Ashamed to
Wear Fur." The New York State Humane
Association in New Paltz joined forces
with The HSUS in posting the billboards to
publicize the atrocities in the fur industry.

According to a recent article in the New
York Times, the fur industry is shrinking
animal-rights advocates appear to be suc
ceeding. Even Canada has been unable to
fend off the pressures that have cut deeply
into the fur business in other parts of the
world, including Western Europe. In

Veterinarians Arthur Baeder and Syd Rosenberg flank Nina Austenberg as Robert
Shomer presents her with an award for distinguished service from the New Jersey
Veterinary Medical Association.

Austenberg Honored

continued from page 1

cooperation on spay/neuter and training
animal-control officers. Art Baeder, presi
dent of the New Jersey Veterinary Medi
cal Association, has traveled the state in
his fight against puppy mills. He may
know more about puppy mills than any other

Animal Birth Control

continued from page 1

Kirkpatrick and Turner began trying to use
hormones as a contraceptive for animals
15 years ago but abandoned that approach
after discovering the effects of PZP.
The vaccine is administered via a dart from
a tranquilizer gun or a blowgun. The dart
injects the contraceptive and soon falls out.
Kirkpatrick and his associates are en
couraged by the success rate of the vaccine
in wild horses-93 percent of the mares
injected with it did not become pregnant.
He said that they or others are testing the
vaccine on animals at the Cologne, Ger
many, zoo, a hybrid orangutan at the To
ledo, Ohio, zoo, bison at the San Francisco,
Calif., zoo, wild horses on Assateague
Island in Maryland, feral donkeys at Vir
gin Islands National Park, and a variety of
hoofed animals, including Sika and Axis
deer, at the Bronx, N.Y., zoo.
The vaccine permits animals to main
tain their normal social structures; fe
males mate but do not get pregnant. It

veterinarian in the United States."
Austenberg went on to praise the ef
forts of veterinarians, humane societies,
legislators, Kean College, through which
New Jersey animal-control officers are
certified, Newark Star-Ledger columnist
Lois Stevenson, and Fred Stevenson. "I
look forward to many more decades of
building bridges for animal protection,"
•
she said.
proved to be safe when administered to
pregnant wild mares on Assateague Is
land, all of which produced healthy foals.
In addition, there is no problem with ani
mals' being inoculated more than once;
they simply build up more immunity.
Scientists hope to develop a new deliv
ery device: an injectable microcaps�le
coated with a material that erodes slowly
so that the PZP is released gradually. De
livering a dose that lasts two years currently
requires two shots. A one-shot dose that
lasts two years is approximately three years
away. The ultimate goal is a method for the
oral delivery of the vaccine.
"There is no way you can do this with
300,000 animals," Kirkpatrick told the
group assembled at Coventry Farm, "but
that doesn't preclude treating deer con
centrations in specificareas, such as parks."
According to Kirkpatrick, "You have to
view this method as a visionary. We have
never dealt with animal populations with this
nonlethal approach before, and we can see
this as a light at the end of the tunnel. If we
can go to the moon, surely we can find a
•
better way to take care of animals."

Montreal, the center of the Canadian fur
industry, hundreds of jobs have been lost.
By some estimates, in 1991 the number of
animals trapped or shot for their fur in
Canada will be half as large as it was in
1987. About 20,000 Canadian trappers
have quit the business, and many of the
85,000 who remain are barely covering
their costs.
•

HSUS Offers
Reward
The HSUS is offering a reward of up to
$2,500 for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of anyone who organizes
dogfights, fights dogs, promotes dogfight
ing, or officiates at dogfights. For more
information, call The HSUS at (202) 452•
1100 or contact the MARO.

Activist List
The MARO is developing a list of people
,. interested in attending legislative hearings,
protests, and town meetings. If you wish to
be kept abreast of such events, please send
your name and phone number to the MARO.
Write the words "Activist List" on the
•
For more than a decade, activists have protested against a hunt held every year at the envelope.
Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in New Jersey. Rep. Bill Green of New York has
reintroduced the Refuge Wildlife Protection Act in Congress.

Refuge Bill Reintroduced by
New York's Rep. Bill Green
The HSUS is very pleased to announce
that Rep. Bill Green of New York has
reintroduced H.R. 1693, the Refuge Wild
life Protection Act, as H.R. 330 in the
102nd Congress. The legislation would
end commercial and recreational hunting
and trapping on national wildlife refuges
and restore those lands to being the wildlife
sanctuaries they became-and were meant
to remain-when the refuge system was
established.
H.R. 330 has 41 cosponsors in the new
Congress. The HSUS asks its members to
aid in the effort to gain more cosponsors for
the bill. Please write to your representative
(The Honorable ___, U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515)

and ask him/her to become a cosponsor of
H.R. 330. It is especially important for the
following members of the House to get
that request from their constituents be
cause they were cosponsors of H.R. 1693
in the last Congress: Reps. William J.
Coyne, Thomas M. Foglietta, and Peter H.
Kostmayer of Pennsylvania; Frank J.
Guarini, Frank Pallone, Jr., and Jim Saxton
of New Jersey; and Major R. Owens,
Charles B. Rangel, Stephen J. Solarz, and
Ted Weiss of New York.
If you have any questions about what to
write or whom to contact, you can call The
HSUS at (202) 452-1100 and ask to speak
to someone in the department of wildlife
•
and habitat protection.

DIRECTOR'S
COMMENT
Wildlife, the New Jersey Farm Bureau, and
by Nina Austenberg
In November 1988 I had a letter from animal-protection groups as well as inter
estedcounty residents. We
Quentin Schlieder, di
accumulated boxes of
rector of the Morris
newspaper clippings, re
County (N.J.) Park
ports, studies, and tran
Commission, asking me
scripts of testimony.
to serve on a wildlife ad
Ultimately the com
visory committee that
mittee was split on almost
would discuss deer dam
every issue. The most
age, hunting, and alter
significant outcome was
natives.
a unanimous decision to
Initially I was not
try to control the deer
happy with the makeup
population at Frelinghuy
of the committee, which
sen Arboretum through
seemed to be weighted in
immunocontraception as
favor of sport hunting.
soon as it was feasible to
The other members were
Charles E. Zafonte of the Nina Austenberg and Rusty Bob do so. The Morris County
Park Commission led the
Morris County Park
Commission, Hallie Connolly Aubin of county park systems of the nation by writ
Connolly Environmental, John Donahue ing a $10,000 check to launch the project.
Algeier was outstanding in his even
of the Morristown National Historical
Park staff, hunters' representative Michael handed chairing of the committee.
Ezzi, Harold Farrand of the Morris County Schlieder, Zafonte, and the other mem
Agricultural Development Board, Joseph bers of the Morris County Park Commis
Florio of the Jefferson Township Council, sion get gold stars-and a special "thanks"
Stanley Simmis of the Morris Township for their sincere interest and unbiased par
government, Craig Witty of the Morris ticipation in the discussions.
Although the committee didn't agree
County park police department, and trial
attorney Gary C. Algeier, who served as on many things, the dialogue was healthy,
chairman of the committee. I quickly and it sharpened my thinking. I respected
learned that our no-nonsense chairman the other members' dedication and effort.
I was eager for us to finish our report and
would be honest and fair.
For nearly two years the committee met stop the seemingly endless series of long,
monthly or more often. We traveled to late meetings, but sometimes I miss the
every park in the county and assessed the spirited discussions, the lovely vegetable
deer damage. Besides interviewing park sandwiches provided by the Morris County
personnel and park neighbors, the com Park Commission, and the chance to watch
mittee heard from representatives of the the seasons change at the beautiful arbore
•
New Jersey Division of Fish, Game, and tum where we often met.

Un licensed
Facility Cited

In February the U.S. Department of Ag
riculture (USDA) reported that Adelphi
University of Garden City, N.Y., had agreed
to the issuance of a cease-and-desist order
and to pay a $2,500 civil penalty without
admitting or denying USDA charges. The

USDA had charged that during the period
from December 2, 1987, to February 13,
1989, Adelphi operated as a research facility
without being registered. The USDA had
also charged that the university held its rab
bits in housing that was poorly ventilated and
not substantially impervious to moisture,
that the primary enclosures were not clean
and sanitary, and that there was no established
program for the removal and disposal of
animal waste.
•

A Good-bye to
A Champion of
Animals

Sometimes we lose someone who is not
family but whomwe regard asfamily. State
Sen. Christopher J. Jackman was that kind
of person. His "Hi, girls! " greeted us warm
ly in the halls of the New Jersey statehouse,
and his efforts on behalf of animals were
untiring.
At his funeral service, past New Jersey
governors flanked his casket, as did legisla
tors in both major parties-a testament to
Christy's nonpartisanship.
On many Saturdays and Sundays he met
with animal protectionists to discuss strat
egy and legislation. Nobody will ever
replace Senator Jackman. In 1981 he was
awarded an HSUS certificate of apprecia
tion on the assembly floor by the society's
president, John A. Hoyt.
•
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Reflect for a
moment ...

HOW CAN I HELP ANIMALS EVEN WHEN I
NO LONGER SHARE THEIR WORLD?

By your bequest for animal protec
tion to The Humane Society of the
United States, your will can provide for
animals after you 're gone. Naming The
HSUS demonstrates your lasting com
mitment to animal welfare and
strengthens the society for this task. We
will be happy to send information about
our animal programs and material that
will assist you in planning a will.

Please send will information to:

Name _____________
Address ___________
City ________ State ___
Zip code ________

Mail in confidence to Murdaugh S. Madden,
Vice President/Senior Counsel, The Humane
Society of the United States, 2100 L Street,
�W, Washington�C 2003�
___ _J

The Regional Report is a publication of The Humane Society of the United States, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, Bartley Square, 270 Route 206, Flanders, NJ
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